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ARCADIA

By Tom Stoppard
Directed By Robert Estes
JaNUARY 20 10 FEBRUARY 18, 2012

Prom its first line, “what

gmgrace?,“ Arcadia brilliaﬁ?ifarnal
intermixes sex, mathematics

lan@scape architecture in a,cggfjigsrzgd
comlc’drama that deftly travels from Y
tqday S England back to the time of the
wild pget Lord Byron. All in pursuit

of desire-=desire for love, desire for
fame? and the desire for simply knowin
hgw it all turns out. Part mystery, paft
h}story = all engrossing intrigue. Filled
with Stoppard’s shining wit and dartin
intelligence, Arcadia is considered oni
of the greatest plays written in the last
twenty years. Come see it in January 2012
at Actor’s Ensemble of Berkeley.

A HOT DAY IN EPHESUS

By Vicki Siegel

Directed By Bruce Coughran
Aprin 20 mo May 19, 2012

A Hot Day in Ephesus is based on
Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors. The
original play, updated by Shakespeare,
was written by the Roman comic playwright
Plautus, who has also given us the
original of Tunny Thing Happened on

the Way to the Forum. Comedy of Errors
is about two sets of twins; twin

masters both named Antipholus and twin
servants both named Dromio. In classic
Shakespearean twist, each Antipholus and
Dromio pair are separated by shipwreck.
When they all end up in Ephesus there

is much opportunity for comic farce and
mistaken identity. TFor some who know
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart’'s 193%0s
hit Boys from Syracuse based on the same
theme, you'll find Hot Day in Ephesus

an update of an update complete with a
Motown number, a sassy tango and a rap.
A Hot Day in Ephesus, by AE Member Vicki
Siegel, began its production career in
2009 as a hit for the Curtain Theatre in
Mill Valley and is now coming to the Iast
Bay. We hope you'll come and see this
musical farce in April 2012 and enjoy
this upbeat new take on a classic comedy.

NOISES OFF!
By Michael Frayn
Directed By Colin Johnson

Jury 20 ro Aveusr 18, 2012

Toi s 0ff, a comic masterpiece,.ls
;gis:ne pléy, but twos: the hiyarlously
horrible, British farce, Nothing On,

and the comedic nightmare that.ensues
backstage. Slamming dooIrs, flying props,
prat falls, sardines and two=story vet
revolving sets abound as we sSee€ the.ilrs
act of Nothing On presented three tlmes,
each with successively less attention

to the script. The under—-rehearsed
actors and technicians desperate}y

try to perform even as thglr rapidly
deteriorating relationships cause'mass
hysteria and make for some hysterlcalll
comedy both off=-stage and on. They a N
quickly find that as they muddle through,
the more they work to take con’crol,T Fhe
funnier and more chaotic it gets! Nolses
Off is written with a wit and heart that
allows it to be more than mexre farce or
parody of farce; it speaks to what we
love about theatre and makes us laugh at
our dramas, both onstage and off.

RICHARD III

By William Shakespeare
Directed By Sharon Robinson
OcrosEr 19 mo Novemser 17, 2012

The original villain you love to hate or
hate to love--you just can’t help but
let yourself be seduced by him, Richard
III lets no one stand in the way of his
one true love: the crown of England.

But is he really just a singularity: an
gxtraordinarily devious force of evil or
is he the logical result of a corrupted
political system? The history is
centuries old, the situation startlingly
mpdern: is there nothing in politics but
simply the pursuit of power? Written
early in Shakespeare’s career, Richard
III staked Shakespeare’s clain as the
greatest playwright of his day. We

know you will be more than content - you
will love it! 1In the winter of our new

season, come see Richard III.

wwwe. AEofBerkeley.Org

2012 SEason TICKETS
A1n Four (4) or
Acrors ENSEMBLE'S
FaBuLOUS SHOWS
REGULAR — $45

Srupent/Sentor = $40
Tuar's Ricur :>)
For A1r Four SHows

Tuis Is How Ir Works: Each Season
Ticket gets one ticket for each of
our four fabulous shows. Ticket can
be used for any performance of that
show.Even Opening nights and we’11
include our opening party. Just fill
out the form on the other side and
mail with your check (made out to
Actors Ensemble) to:

Actors Ensemble of Berkeley

P.0. Box 663

Berkeley, CA 94701
We’ll begin mailing Season Tickets
shortly after December 1, 2011.

You Cav ReservE Your Sear(s) 1n
ADVANCE! Just call our Reservation
Hot Line at (510) 649-5999. We Start
accepting reseervations 3 weeks
before each shows opening.

TiMEs Our fabulous shows are at 8PN
Fridays and Saturdays. Some shows
include one or more Sunday matinees
at 2PN.

PracES Performances are held at Live
Oak Theatre (Actors Ensembles home
since 1964).Live Qak Theatre is

an intimate indoor theatre that’s
part of Live Oak Park in Berkeley’s
northside, next door to the “Gourmet
Ghetto.” There’s a map on the other
side.

OH! & BrecoMe A MEMBER:! Just check
the box and add $15. Vote for board
members, get an invite to our annual
members barbecue, and just feel good.
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